SuoMotoWrit Petition No. 109/1999 
V/s

Director of Municipal Administration; Director of Panchayats; 
 State Pollution Control Board; District Collector, North Goa; 
District Collector, South Goa, Director of Health Services; 
The Chief Officers of Municipal Councils; 
The Sarpanchas of Village Panchayats, 

…

Respondents
and

Goa Foundation; Peoples Movement for Civic Action;
Nirmal Vishwa, Margao First; 


…

Interveners
Issue: The High Court of Bombay at Goa took cognizance of newspaper reports on proliferation of garbage all over the State and there not being any arrangements for its proper disposal.  In the light of the Goa Non-Biodegradable Garbage (Control) Act, 1996, and the Goa Non-Biodegradable Garbage (Control) Rules, 1997, it was necessary for the Government to create a scheme to deal with the biodegradable and non-biodegradable garbage in the state of Goa.  Four NGOs from different parts of Goa were permitted to intervene in the matter to assist the court in this petition.  

During the pendency of the petition the Court issued directions to all Municipalities and Panchayats to file affidavits on how they are disposing of the garbage from their areas. In January 2000 the Government constituted a committee under chairmanship of Secretary (Urban Development) to look into all aspects or solid waste management in the State. The Committee submitted its detailed report in April 2000. However, before the court could give directions in regard to implementation of the report the Advocate General informed the Court that the Central Government had notified the Municipal Solid Wastes (Management and Handling) Rules, 2000, under the Environment Protection Act, 1986, which are to be complied with by municipalities and other local authorities within the time frame specified in the rules.  Hence, the Government according to those rules would deal with the subject matter of this petition.  The court therefore disposed of the petition in January 2001.

Final Order: 
15/1/2001: The subject matter of this Writ Petition will be dealt with according to the Municipal Solid Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2000.
