Writ Petition No. 115/1992

The Goa Foundation

V/s
Goa State Committee on Coastal Environment; State of Goa; The Ministry of Environment and Forests

Issue:  The Goa State Committee on Environment (G.S.C.E.), later modified to become the Goa State Committee on Coastal Environment (GSCCE), was set up by the State of Goa to be the final authority to deal with matters concerning implementation of law in coastal areas. The GSCCE unilaterally modified and changed the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification, 1991, issued under the Environment Protections Act (EPA), 1986, by taking a decision that the CRZ Notification along rivers and creeks will apply only to areas 500 meters from the HTL demarcated along the sea coast and not the entire length of the river/creek affected by tidal action, as declared in the CRZ Notification.  The Goa Foundation challenged that the GSCCE had no authority to change the CRZ regulation and alleged that the GSCCE approved several projects in violation of the CRZ notification. The petitioner also contended that the Coastal Zone Management Plan had not been prepared by the State, although more than a year had elapsed since the Notification came into force. 
The Court granted interim relief restraining the GSCCE from granting approvals to any project except in terms of the CRZ Notification.

During the pendency of the petition, pursuant to orders of the Supreme Court in another petition before it, the Coastal Zone Management Plan was prepared as per the CRZ Notification and approved by the Ministry of Environment in September 1996.  Both the grievances of the petition were thus adequately redressed, as the GSCCE’s decision could no longer subsist.

During proceedings the Goa Foundation pointed out to the Court that the approved plan is not available to the public.  However, as the State referred to a booklet published by the petitioner wherein the Ministry’s approval order containing details of the approved plan are given and, which the State Government stated it was adopting, the Court held that this grievance too was redressed.  

Interim Order:  21/11/1994
Pending hearing and final disposal of the petition, the G.S.C.E and the State of Goa are not to approve any further projects in the CRZ, except as permitted by paragraph 3 (iii) of the Ministry of Environment and Forests Notification dated 19/2/1991, issued under rule 5(3)(d) of the EPA, 1986.
Final Judgment: 15/7/1998
As the State of Goa prepared its Coastal Zone Management Plan, which has also been approved by the Ministry of Environment, the grievance of the Petitioners does not subsist.  The approved plan is also published in a booklet by the petitioner. The grievances are therefore completely redressed.

Petition disposed of. 
