Writ Petition No. 124/1998

The Anti-Pollution Citizens Committee; The Goa Foundation


vs.

State of Goa; Panchayat of Sancoale; Panchayat of Velsao-Pale; 

The Chief Town Planner; Ministry of Environment and Forests; South Central Railway; Zuari Agro Chemicals Ltd.

Issue: The petitioners challenged the construction of a railway siding that was being constructed in the property of the Zuari Agro Chemicals Ltd. as the land in question fell in CRZ-III as per the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification, which is no-development zone.  Petitioner alleged that the purpose of the siding was solely to benefit the company with the railways merely acting on their behalf.  At any rate permission of the Ministry of Environment was required. 
The Court accepted the submission of the respondents that the construction of the siding was a railway activity and that no permission of Ministry of Environment was required. 
Final Judgment:  15/6/1998

The counsel for the railways has made a categorical statement that the activities termed as objectionable by the petitioners are fully connected with the Railway activity and permitted under Section 11 of the Railway Act. No collateral activity has been undertaken. In view of this, the grievances of the petitioners are not sustainable.  

The Petition is dismissed. 

