Writ Petition No. 214/1991

The Goa Foundation

V/s
The South Goa Planning & Development Authority; The Northern Planning & Development Authority; The Southern Planning & Development Authority
Issue:  It was the practice of the respondents to keep their files on building and development approvals confidential, which prevented people from effectively ascertaining whether a building’s permission had been granted in compliance with the requisite statutory provisions.  Besides, the Supreme Court itself had held that any person residing in the locality or social group desirous of obtaining such information was entitled to inspect any sanction granted or plan approved by such local authority in construction of buildings along with the related papers and documents, if so desired.  Goa Foundation argued that by not allowing the public access to the records regarding approvals and permissions granted to builders, illegal development would continue unabated and unchecked. 
Petitioners sought inspection of the records of Indian Hotels as interim relief. The Court granted the same, although it was strongly resisted by Indian Hotels citing trade secrecy of its plans, designs, etc..
By the time the petition was finally heard the Goa Government had itself passed the Right to Information Act, 1997.  The petition was therefore disposed of as infructuous.  Subsequently Right to Information is a Central Act available to citizens all over the country
Interim Order:  18/9/1991
We feel that the petitioner’s request could be granted in the terms indicated herein below.  Petitioner has pointed out that without adequate information it may be improper for the petitioner to make allegations in proceedings seeking reliefs under Art. 226 of the Constitution. That stand is appreciated.  We are taking cognizance of the fact that the petitioner is an action group whose relevance locus has been recognized by the Supreme Court. 
Final Judgment:  7/1/1998 

Counsel for the petitioner has stated that the matter is no longer to be considered because the Goa Government passed the Goa Right to Information Act, 1997, which takes care of all the requirements wanted by the Petitioners with the regard to the question in hand.  The matter is disposed of accordingly.

Right To Know:  

Judgment of Bombay High Court and Supreme Court Order 

Bombay Environmental Action Group & Others V/s Pune Cantonment Board
“[A]ny person residing within the area of local authority or any social action group or interest group or pressure group shall be entitled to take inspection of any sanction, granted or plan approved by such local authority in construction of buildings along with the related papers and documents if such individual or social action group or interest group or pressure group wishes to take such inspection, except of course in cases where in the interest of security of such inspection cannot be permitted.”  
