Writ Petition No. 218/1988

The Goa Foundation


vs.

State of Goa

Issue:  The State Government of Goa failed to set up a Pollution Control Board, as mandated under Section 4 of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, of 1994 until the Goa Foundation and the public put pressure on it.  Upon creating the Pollution Control Board, the State Government of Goa did so in violation of the mandate under the Water Act.  The Water Act requires the Pollution Control Board to consist of a full-time chairman with special knowledge relating to the use and conservation of water resources, or the prevention and control of water pollution.  The Chief Secretary to the Government of Goa was appointed as chairman, who having one full time job and no special knowledge, or experience as mentioned in the Water Act.  The Goa Foundation alleged that this appointment was illegal.  Furthermore, the State Government of Goa appointed only two persons from the local authorities, instead of the five persons as stipulated in sub-section (2)(c) of Section 4 of the Water Act.  The State of Goa then went on to appoint industrialist to other positions on the Pollution Control Board who failed to serve the interests of the agriculture and fish industries. 
