Writ Petition No. 368/1995

The Goa Foundation; The Peaceful Society; 

Nirmal Vishwa; Indian Heritage Society; Lionel Lobo


V/s
The Goa Housing Board; The Government of Goa; The Conservator of Forests; 

The Ministry of Environment and Forests, The Communidade of Pilerne

Issue:  The Goa Housing Board sought to acquire forested land on Survey No. 55/1 of Porvorim belonging to the Pilerne commundade, for a housing colony without the permission of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, as required under the Forest Conservation Act of 1980.  The land acquired had a densely forested area with numerous wild species of plants, animals, and birds.  Building a housing colony would require the complete clearing of all trees and brush, leading to the loss of habitat for the wildlife, potential erosion of the hillside into the Mandovi River, and the community’s loss of access to the forested land.
The Government made a statement that it would not use the land in question for non-forest purpose until the necessary permission is obtained under the FCA. 
Judgment: 7/12/1995
We accept and record the statement made in affidavit that the Housing Board for which the land is acquired.  It will not be permitted to use the land in question for non-forest purpose until the necessary permission is obtained under the FCA. If the petitioners find that this is not observed it will be open to them to follow appropriate remedy. The petition stands disposed of. Rule accordingly. 
