Criminal W.P. No. 5/1994

Rekha M. Kholkar (represented by Norma Alvares)

V/s
State of Goa; ShriSerafin Dias; 

Shri SubhashNabar; Shrimati Urmila Nabar; 
The Inspector General of Police; The Medical Superintendent, Canacona PHC;
The Medical Superintendent, Hospicio.
Issue:  Rekha M. Kholkar, a maidservant, was taken into police custody for questioning, on a complaint made by her employers about some missing money.  Rekha was severely tortured, and the police abused her womanly dignity during her questioning in the Police Station, requiring her to be hospitalized for several days.  The newspapers reported the incident. 
Enclosing copy of the newspaper report, Adv Norma Alvares wrote a letter to the High Court that such incidents were a blot on the State, apart from being a violation of human rights and the dignity of the woman. The Court requested Ms Alvares to investigate the report and thereafter a formal petition was filed by her as Amicus Curiae. 
During the pendency of the petition, an enquiry was conducted by the police and several of the allegations of assault, torture and violation of procedure alleged by the petitioner were found to be true.
Judgment: 7/11/1994
1. The court recorded the statement of the I.G.P. that the enquiry having been completed and guilty officers identified disciplinary action would be taken against them. The first prayer of the petitioner for action against those responsible for the heinous incident was thus met.
2. The court directed the State of Goa and the I.G.P. to pay to the petitioner a sum of Rs. 30,000 towards compensation for the physical and mental torture caused to her by the illegal actions of the police.

3. The court directed all Superintendents of Government Hospitals, to issuecopies of medical reports when so requested by detainees, those under trial, and prisoners in cases of police violence.

4. The court directed the I.G.P. to instruct all his officers in writing that the provisions of Section 160(1) of the Criminal Procedure Code must be strictly followed in all cases of interrogation of women.

[S. 160(1) prohibits the police from requiring women to present themselves for inquiry / interrogation at any place other than the place where the woman resides].

Rule was made absolute. 
