Writ Petition No. 507/1992

The Goa Foundation


V/s

State of Goa; The Southern Planning and Development Authority; The Goa State Committee on Environment; Garth De Souza; Village Panchayat of Cavelossim; The Commissioner of Excise

Issue:  The Goa Foundation alleged that Garth De Souza was constructing a beach resort and operating a restaurant within 200 meters of the High Tide Line (HTL) in Cavellossim village, a CRZ III area, where no development is allowed within 200 meters of the HTL.  The hotelier was also fencing the property within 200 meters of the HTL and sinking some wells in the area.  All these activities were done without permission from the authorities.  The Goa Foundation alleged that these activities violated the Coastal Regulation Zone Notification of 1991, which prohibit the sinking of wells within 500 meters of the HTL, new construction without permission within 200 meters of the HTL, erection of physical barriers preventing free access to the beach, and the operation of a restaurant within 200 meters of the HTL.
By interim order the Court restrained the Excise Commissioner from granting any license for sale of liquor to the hotelier’s restaurant.  The court also prohibited the hotelier from altering the physical conditions of the structures that were challenged and directed status quo be maintained in regard to them.

When the petition was taken up for final hearing,  the court being informed that the Goa Coastal Zone Management Authority was constituted and  one of its mandates being to examine violations of the CRZ Notification, the Court decided to direct the GCZMA to decide this matter within three months. 

Final Orders:  23/10/2001
The Goa Coastal Zone Management Authority (GCZMA) is to consider the matter of Writ Petition No. 507/1992 per the provisions of Paragraph II (ii)(a) of the GCZMA Order dated 26/11/1998, by allowing all concerned to submit their case.  The GCZMA is directed to decide this dispute within three months from the date of receipt of this order.  Rule was accordingly made absolute. 
