Writ Petition No. 94/1992

Francisco Joaquim das Dores Barreto;

The Goa Foundation

V/s
The Chief Inspector of Factories and Boilers;

The Goa State Pollution Control Board
Issue:  The polluted effluents of Zuari Argo Chemicals plant adversely affected the Dorvol Springs, and the air of the surrounding area.   The petitioners made several requests for the respondents to collect air and water samples from the Zuari Argo Chemicals plant.  Both respondents, authorities designated to take these samples under Section 11(i) of the Environment Protection Act (EPA), 1986, rejected or ignored their duties to collect the samples, which kept the petitioners from filing complaints against Zuari Argo Chemicals to enforce compliance with the pollution control acts. 

Interim Order:  19/4/1993
The water samples from Dorvol, and the nullah leading from the Zuari Argo Chemicals factory to the open sea, are to be drawn for analysis by the National Institute of Oceanography.  Additionally, the requested air samples are to be taken by the Environment and Pollution Control Wing.  Both samples are to be analyzed and a report is to be submitted to the High Court of Judicature Bombay at Panaji Bench, Goa.
Final Judgment:  4/5/2000
Under the EPA, 1986, Section 11(i) the respondents have the authority, for purpose of analysis, to take samples of air, water, soil, or other substances from any factory.  Additionally, under the EPA, 1986, Section 19(b), these authorities are to furnish relevant reports to any citizen who is conscious of his obligations to fulfill his fundamental duty under Article 51A(g) of the Constitution of India, and must monitor the matter once a notice under EPA, 1986, Section 19(b) is received.  Rule made absolute.
